
Coleman Grad becomes 
Secretary of NYS Senate 
Page 18

Hall of Fame 2011 Page 14

Our Champions! 
Page 8

Alumni Profiles & News  
Page 20

Coleman’s Phantom 
Makes History!
Page 4

Coleman Cares! 
Page 30

China Comes To 
Coleman
Page 10

To receive the next issue of The Coleman Spirit in color please send your e-mail address to development@colemancatholic.net.



Respect Responsibility Religion

from the
Principal’s Desk

Dear Alumni and friends,

 John A. Coleman continues to succeed 
in these harsh economic times.  Thanks to a 
supportive community of parents, friends, 
and especially, alumni, we are continuing 
the mission of a college-preparatory Catholic 
High School here in Hurley, NY.

 Academically, we continue to meet the 
challenges of the times.  We now have college 
and Advanced Placement courses throughout 
our academic program and have introduced an 
honors program for our ambitious students.

 Our co-curricular program gives students 
opportunities for personal growth, talent 
development, and leadership. 

•	The theatre program continues its 
successful run.  This fall we were one of 
the	 first	 schools	 in	 the	 U.S.	 to	 perform	
Phantom of the Opera. Reviews were 
phenomenal!  In the spring, we performed 
the musical, My Secret Garden.  The 
students were invited to meet with the cast 
of Phantom, and the original leads from 
My Secret Garden.

•	Our visual arts courses continue to produce 
high quality work in painting, drawing, 
and photography.

•	Our sports programs have been very 
successful in the quality of the teams and 
the number of participants.  This fall, the 
girls’ soccer team won the Section IX 
Class D championship in their inaugural 
season.  In the winter, the girls’ basketball 
team won the State Class D championship 
and the boys’ basketball team ended as 
runner-up for the second year in a row.  

They	lost	a	close	final	game	after	winning	
the	 semi-final	 in	 an	 exciting	 double	
overtime game just 24 hours earlier.

Many of you are not surprised about our 
success.  You have created a legacy of quality 
and the tradition lives on.  I hope you continue 
to follow our successes and keep up your 
friendships with fellow alumni.  Thanks to 
social media and our renewed efforts to keep 
you	 informed	 of	 our	 experiences,	 you	 can	
continue to stay connected.

High School is so much more than 4 years of 
classes.  The values and friendships you have 
learned and shared are the reason you are the 
successful person.  We all laugh about some 
of our foibles as students, but we are thankful 
for what we learned that is really important, 
such as our values, academics, and friendship.

Thanks for your continued support and 
prayers for our school.

Peace,

Louis Tullo, Principal

Principal Tullo Addresses Coleman Open House 2011.

It takes a village to create 
The Coleman Spirit!

We hope we remembered to mention ev-
eryone who helped make this issue pos-
sible, but if we did not mention you please 
know it was not intentional and we are 
very grateful for your assistance.

Thank You

Calendar of Events ~ Spring & Summer 2011

  Tuesday May 17th 7:00pm National Honor Society and Honors Night

  Thursday May 19th 4:00-7:00pm Brooks Fundraiser BBQ

  Sunday May 22nd 7:00pm Spring Cabaret

  Thursday May 26th 6:30pm Sports Awards

  Thursday June 2nd 7:00pm Baccalaureate Mass

  Saturday June 4th 11:00am Graduation Day

  Monday August 1st 12 noon 2011 Coleman Golf Tournament

  Early August - check our web site in June Hoops Across The Ocean at Coleman
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Coleman 2010 
Holiday

Craft’s Fair

Vision 2011 
Wine & Cheese 

Raffle

Parent Association 
Wrapping Up Another Successful Year!

The Parent Association of Coleman creates and manages successful fund raising events throughout the school year that help sustain Coleman.  
Without the hardworking and loving efforts of these parents our school would not be the same. They are a critical part of every successful 
play, sporting event, and club.  Please support their events this year and next. Call Coleman (845-338-2750) to be added to our mailing list 
or e-mail your contact information to us at office@colemancatholic.net..  Thank you parents!

Breda McMahon happily spins the tickets at 
Coleman’s Annual Wine & Cheese Raffle.
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Coleman’s Musical Theater
Continues to Make History& Beautiful Music!

Lise Hopson, Director

All Theater Photos by Peter Ressa. To see more wonderful photos visit www.colemancatholic.org.

Coleman “Phantom” leads (from 
top to bottom) Alex Quilty, Vincent 
Terrone, Zach Pesner, Anne Clare 
Gibbons-Brown, and Faith Otey 
backstage at the Majestic Theater 
with the Broadway “Phantom” 
leads (from top to bottom) Ryan 
Silverman (Raoul), Hugh Panaro 
(the Phantom), and Sara Jean Ford 
(Christine). Trip was November 
10, 2010. Coleman students toured 
dressing rooms and backstage 
technical areas after viewing perfor-
mance of “Phantom” as guests of the 
Broadway company.
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The
Secret Garden

Coleman Musical Theater presents

All Theater Photos by Peter Ressa. To see more wonderful photos visit www.colemancatholic.org.

Coleman Sings!
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There are many traditions at John A. 
Coleman Catholic High School. Coleman 
has	 produced	 leaders	 in	 many	 fields.	
From politics to business, and religion 
to education, the Hudson Valley is home 
to a plethora of wonderful Coleman 
graduates. Now, some of our current 
students represent second and even third 
generations of Coleman faithful. One of 
the most special traditions over the years 
is our athletics program. The Coleman 
Catholic sports resume has division and 
section titles, state tournaments and even 
New York State championships.

The 2010-2011 athletic school year has 
been one of success in some sports and 
rebuilding in others. The fall proved 
positive for several of our sports teams 
with four of the seven teams enjoying 
successful seasons. Coach Cauldwell’s 
cross country teams were a tale of two 
seasons. The boys, having lost several key 
members to graduation the previous June, 
struggled	to	an	0-5	finish.	One	bright	spot	
was the performance of Junior, Marco 
DiBella,	who	qualified	 for	 the	 state	meet	
but got injured just prior to the competition. 
The	ladies,	on	the	other	hand,	excelled	as	a	
team and went 5-0 on their way to the state 
meet.	They	finished	5th	in	the	Mid	Hudson	
Athletic League (MHAL) and 7th in the 
entire state for Class D. With only one senior 
set to leave the team, Coach Cauldwell’s 

Stateswomen have a 
bright	 and	 exciting	
future ahead of them.
Another success story 
was that of the Boys 

Varsity Golf team.  Just three years ago, 
this	 team	had	 only	 five	members,	 one	 of	
whom was Stephanie Siracusano, breaking 
the gender barrier and leading the way for 
the implementation of a girls golf team of 
their very own this spring. The boys’ team, 
a dozen strong, won its division of the 
MHAL but lost to a Rondout powerhouse 
at sectionals. The loss of seniors Kevin 
Mackey and captain, Matt Stokes will be a 
challenge for Coach Manginelli. With that 
Coleman spirit at the forefront, we’re sure 
the team is up to the challenge.
Yet another positive sports story from the 
fall of 2010 was the girls’ soccer team. 
Debuting this season, Coach Jutton’s girls 
steadied themselves through an up and 
down	 3-11	 regular	 seasons,	 but	 excelled	
in the post season by winning the Section 
9 championship over state top-10 ranked 
Livingston. By virtue of their winning the 
Section 9 championship, Coach Jutton’s 
ladies ended up ranked 20th in Class D in 
New York State. Kate Shults led the team 
with 13 goals and Katie Davis was a leader 
in the goal. With only two seniors being 
lost to graduation, the Stateswomen soccer 
team looks to defend its section title and 
move up in the state rankings.
The boys’ soccer team posted a 1-13-1 
regular season record but didn’t give up and 
accomplished two great feats last fall. They 
took third place in the Hunter-Tannersville 
soccer tournament and by virtue of their 
.500 record against Class D schools, 
qualified	for	sectionals.	The	leadership	of	
Coach Goho and the heart that is Coleman 
sports, catapulted this young team to 
accomplishments that no other 1-13 team 
could achieve. Individually, Sal Carbone 
led the team with 14 goals on the season. 
Coach Provenzano formed a team of 
Stateswomen to control the Volleyball 
court.	 Coming	 off	 her	 first	 year	 and	 a	
4-10 record, Coach Pro, as they call her, 
motivated and educated her girls on the 
court like Coleman volleyball hadn’t seen 
before. The combination of intricate plays 
and a ‘never say die’ attitude propelled 
these ladies to a 10-4 season, thus 

solidifying their move to varsity for the 
2011-2012 school year. 

With	a	great	amount	of	success	experienced	
by our fall sports teams, the tone was set 
for the Coleman sports’ bread and butter, 
basketball.	 Each	winter	 the	 gym	 is	 filled	
with green and gold and a basketball 
following that makes the big schools 
jealous. 2010-2011 has been no different. 
The girls, and no nonsense coach, Guy 
Leonard, entered the season with one goal 
and on March 20 in Troy, New York, that 
goal	was	fulfilled	when	the	ladies	won	the	
New York State Class D Championship. 
A winning tradition continues as Senior 
Dayna Callahan goes out with her second 
state championship in three years. 
Coleman	 alumnus,	 Alex	 Albany	 sent	
his Statesmen on the court in November 
minus stars, Kyle Chambers, Paul Lettieri, 
Phil Timbrouck and Freeman Player of the 
Year, Jacob Palmer. It was up to Coach 
Albany and his staff to rebuild their squad, 
and rebuild they did. A roller coaster season 
came down to a battle with Class AA FDR 
– a win sending Coleman to the Section 
9	 tournament.	What	most	 expected	 to	 be	
a battle was barely a tussle, as Coleman 
manhandled FDR, sending the Statesmen 
to post season play yet again. The clock 
struck midnight on this fairy tale season 
as the Statesmen lost in the championship 
game to a LARGE New York Mills team. 
Back to back state championship game 
berths for Coach Albany prove that as 
players come and go, winning at Coleman 
stays forever.
We now look forward to the rites of 
spring, baseball, softball and track. 
Boys’ tennis will hit the courts for Coach 
McGuire again, but it is a new team that 
will hopefully have everyone asking, can 
the girls do what the boys program has 

Coleman Fall and Winter Sport Round-Up:
We are Coleman and Proud of It!

Vinnie J. Manginelli ‘88



done? Junior captain Katie Davis leads 
her	 golfing	 stateswomen	 to	 the	 links	
for matches against teams from four 
counties. Also, the girls’ softball program 
says goodbye to Athletic Director, Don 
Kiernan, who passes the torch to Coach 
Provenzano for the 2011 season. Coach 
Tomaseski leads his varsity baseball team 
into action against the best the MHAL has 
to	 offer.	 And	 finally,	 Coach	 Cauldwell	
looks to repeat the success of his girls 
cross country team as he runs his track 
squad	 into	 action.	 It	will	 be	 an	 exciting	
spring on Hurley Avenue.
Sports are good for kids and like our 
Athletic Director, Don Kiernan said in an 
interview for this piece, “Coleman is the 
school where everybody gets a chance 
to play sports.”  Coleman instills many 
wonderful qualities into the students it 
is entrusted to teach. We leave Coleman 
better than we enter it. We leave smarter, 
brighter and better people. Our education 

is a gift, our teachers and coaches are 
priceless	and	the	experience	we	get	from	
being Statesmen and Stateswomen cannot 
be repeated in life nor understood by 
those outside our Coleman community. 
Traditions are wonderful, especially when 
they go on forever. We are Coleman…
and proud of it and now, we are State 
Champions again.

In Our next Issue
The Coleman SpiriT
Spring and Summer

SporTS Wrap-up

Visit www.colemancatholic.org 
in mid-May to see our newly designed website!
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A game of touch football on Spirit Walk Day.



Photos taken by Bill Scala (‘79). To see more wonderful photos visit www.colemancatholic.org.

Our COleman Girl’s are The sTaTe ChampiOns!

John A. Coleman 
2010-2011 Varsity Girls 

Basketball Roster

Whitney Beecroft Junior #23
Makenzie Burud Junior #24
Dayna Callahan Senior #12
Emily Curley Freshman #33
Nicole Curley Freshman #45
Kate Davis Junior #  5
Crystal Juliano Junior #  4
Kate Shults Junior #10
Mackenzie Vosburgh Junior #21
Shannon Gildea Freshman #  4
Lindsay Kahrs Sophomore #  3

Head Coach: Guy Leonard
Assistant Coach: Bill Kahrs
Scorekeeper: Jennifer Quigley
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Photos taken by Bill Scala (‘79). To see more wonderful photos visit www.colemancatholic.org.

John A. Coleman 
2010-2011 Varsity Boys

Basketball Roster:

Morgan Bernholz Senior #14
Justin Bressack Junior #11
Chris Chatelain Senior #  5
Evan Ducker Junior #  4
Austin Koo Junior #24
Kevin Mackey Senior #  3
Benjamin Mesuda Junior #23
Thomas Murphy Senior #22
Jordan Shaw Sophomore #32
Don Timbrouck Senior #12

Head	Coach:	 Alex	Albany
Assistant Coach: Jeff Tomaseski
Assistant Coach: Corey Chambers
Scorekeeper:	 Michael	Griffis

The BOys BaskeTBall Team BaTTled TO The end! 
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“Once we started talking basketball it was 
amazing! There was no language barrier.  
It was the language of basketball – no 
translation needed.  We understood them and 
they understood us.”
Les Lombardi, former Coleman teacher and 
coach, and Vice President of Marketing, 
Anaconda Sports, Inc., speaking about the 
Coleman Chinese Hoops’ experience in 
summer 2010

When you talk about anything Coleman 
to Les Lombardi it is as though he never 
left our school.  It is still his school and 
in many ways he has never left.  His 
enthusiasm for everything Coleman is 
palpable and positive.  When Les talks 
about Hoops Across the Ocean he is 
particularly enthusiastic because it was the 
brain	 child	 of	 his	 terrific	wife	Mary	Ann	
Forgey Lombardi ’73.  Both Mary Ann and 
Les have been involved in making this a 
great	addition	 to	 the	Coleman	experience	
for our students.
This past summer the Chinese students 
and their coaches from Shenyang No. 
31	 Middle	 School	 arrived	 in	 the	 U.S.	
to visit Coleman and play some serious 
basketball.  Generous, hard working 
and well organized parents, students, 
volunteers, members of the greater 
Hudson Valley community and Coleman 
staff all teamed up to create an awesome 
agenda for the week, and they also created 
cultural opportunities including a trip on 
our beautiful Hudson River on The Teal 
for all to enjoy.  All housing was hosted 
voluntarily and everyone had a wonderful 
time.
“I bet you didn’t know that more people 
play basketball in China than there are 
people in the United States.  It is amazing 
and what Hoops does is amazing!”  So you 
see in China, United States basketball 
teams are known and followed.  “They 
know who Michael Jordan is and all the 
NBA players.”  Les Lombardi told us.   
Les	further	explained	that	there	are	schools	
in China that focus on sports and the group 
of kids that came here go to a school in 
which they learn basketball for 5 hours a 
day and take regular classes for 2 hours a 
day.  The students that came from China 
to play were 15, 16 and 17 years of age.  
Coleman	 Basketball	 Coach	Alex	Albany	

further	 explained,	 “They	 were	 selected	
at an early age for basketball.  They live 
at the school during the week and return 
home on weekends.”
Though	Hoops	originated	with	exchanges	
between Coleman and Irish students the 
economy	 interrupted	 that	 exchange	 for	
now, and the possibility of a Chinese 
exchange	 fit	 perfectly	 into	 the	 formula	
in place for last summer and most likely 
this summer.  Last year the program took 
place at Coleman from August 9th through 
August 16th.  “We meet with the Coleman 
basketball players after the season is over 
and their parents and we make the plan for 
the summer.”  Les believed at the time of 
this interview that a return of the Chinese 
to Coleman this summer was very likely. 
The week-long event will probably take 
place in early August.  Watch the Coleman 
calendar at www.colemancatholic.org  for 
dates and details. “The games are open 
to the public and we welcome Coleman 
families and the greater community to join 
in the fun,” said Les.
According	 to	 Alex	 Albany	 “When	 the	
Chinese students arrived they knew only 
a few words in English, like hello, and 
good bye. Our Coleman kids did not know 
Chinese.”
“We used Google translator to 
understand each other,” Coleman’s 
Captain Ben Mesuda told us.  “And 
when we played X-Box 360 together 
there was a translation mode on that 
too so we could understand each other 
while we were playing video games.”  
We wondered what their favorite game 
was to play together when not on the 
basketball court.  Ben was quick to 
answer, “It was MBA 2K10” smiling 
remembering the games, he continued, 
“These teams really surprised us - they 
have their fundamentals down I learned 
a lot from playing with them”.
Unlike	 the	 Irish	 students	 that	 Coleman	
students continue to communicate with 
via e-mail and Facebook the Chinese 
students do not have access to the internet 
back home.  Hopefully when they return 
this year more games and friendships both 
on and off the court will develop.  “This 
coming summer we are planning to offer 
classes in English for the Chinese students 
and classes in Chinese for our students 

CHINA COMeS TO COLeMAN
Coleman’s Hoops Across The Ocean Basketball Team Welcomes 

China’s Shenyang No. 31 Middle School’s Team 



in the mornings.  We will take them to 
NYC for a full day and we hope to take 
them to the Basketball Hall of Fame in 
Massachusetts like we have with the Irish 
teams in the past.”  Les Lombardi said of 
the planning so far.
“What an amazing experience this 
was for all involved!” Les shared with 
another smile and he continued to list all 
those he could think of who helped out. 
“The parents and members of the larger 
Coleman community that volunteered 
and assisted us in many ways last year 
included: Maurice Hinchey and his 
office staff, Ulster County Executive 
Mike Hein, Ulster County Clerk Nina 
Postupack , Former U.S. Ambassador 
to Yemen, Stephen Seche,  Mary Jane 
Bernholz, eva Petramale, Betsy eggers, 
Kate Siracusano, The Mesuda Family, 
The Ryan Family, The Chambers 
Family, The Sirbaugh Family, The 
Murphy Family, The Quimby Family, 
all the coaches, and the Coleman 
administration.  Special thanks to Joan 
Quigley who has been a huge Hoops 
supporter and the coordinator of Hoops 
for five years.”  Les then shared his 
appreciation for last summer’s special 
basketball guests which included: 
Fred Quartlebaum, Tay Fisher, and ed 

Pickney.  Les wrapped up his thank you 
by saying, “everyone worked together 
in total cooperation to create a week 
that was enjoyed by all of these boys.”
“As coaches we were able to communicate 
with diagrams and hand gestures.  The 
basketball aided in our ability to speak 
to	 each	 other.”	 	 Coach	Alex	Albany	 said	
remembering their visit, he continued, 
“The size and experience of the players 
was a surprise to me.  I enjoyed working 
with their coaches.  Their head coach who 
is female was great.  She brought with 
her a younger coach she is mentoring 
to take her place.  They came prepared, 
even with food!  I visited with them one 
morning as they prepared breakfast.  It 
was a Chinese feast including homemade 
soup.  I learned a lot during that week 
and I enjoyed it.”
The full roster of the hard working and 
enthusiastic coaches included: Corey 
Chambers, John Ryan, Jeff Tomaseski, 
Madame Wange, Qiang Wang, and 
Michael Sylee our interpreter, coach, and 
liaison.  Coleman also sends special thanks 
to Powerade for their donation of 100 cases 
of refreshments!
Finally and with great thanks we 
acknowledge Anaconda Sports’ on-going 
support of everything Coleman this year 
and in many years past.
“I	 think	 this	 is	a	great	experience	for	our	
students to be introduced to another culture. 
Two boys stayed with us.  They spoke little 
English so it took time to communicate, 
but they could all talk basketball.  This 
was an irreplaceable opportunity!” said 
Ben Mesuda’s dad, Joe Mesuda who is a 
basketball	coach	and	director	of	the	AAU	
Basketball	Program	in	Ulster	County.
“They had a good time.  They didn’t 
want to leave.  Before they got on the 
bus, they lined up, said good bye in 
Chinese and english and then they 
bowed.  That brought tears to my eyes.”  
Les said re-living that heart felt moment.  
“I knew then we had made this a great 
experience for them and for our boys 
too.”
For more information about Hoops contact 
Coleman or write to Les Lombardi directly 
at les@anacondasports.com.

In	the	next	issue	of	The	Coleman	Spirit	
we will have a full history of Hoops 
Across the Ocean and a report on this 
summer’s program. 
Go to www.colemancatholic.org to see 
more of Kate Siracusano’s wonderful 
Hoops photos in mid-May.

The Hoops Across the Ocean
Roster for Summer 2010

American Players: 
Morgan Bernholz
Justin Bressack
Christopher Chatelain
Evan Ducker
Matt Hagerty
Austin Koo
Kevin Mackey 
Philip Mason 
Ben Mesuda
Tom Murphy
Jordan Shaw 
Nicholas Sirbaugh
Doug Terrone
Donny Timbrouck

Chinese Players:
Liyao Bai
Hongci Bao 
Chen Cao
Mingxin	Cui
Geshen Gong
Cong Han
Jinting Jiang 
Dong Liu

Renquan Liu,
Weiqi Liu
He Sun
Yi Sun
Haolin Zhang
Zhan Zhang
Xiaoman Zhao
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Amy Malik
Katelyn Davis

The Coleman Girl’s Golf Team
Is Making History!

Mark Your Calendars for the  
Coleman Golf Tournament!

There are so many things to celebrate 
in Coleman golf this year. Our boys’ golf 
team is MHAL Division IV champions. 
Our ladies have a team of their very 
own. Two of our graduating golfers, 
Kevin Mackey and captain Matt Stokes 
will continue their golfing careers in col-
lege next fall, as they attend SUNY Delhi 
and Manhattan College, respectively. 
And finally, our tournament venue is 
now the beautiful Wiltwyck Golf club, in 
Kingston.

Please join us at Wiltwyck on August 1 
as we celebrate golf, Coleman and all 
the good that both produces. A 1:00 
shotgun start is preceded by lunch and 
followed by a wonderful dinner at Wilt-
wyck. Individual entry is $125 with four-
somes being accepted now at $500 per 
group. Register and pay for your four-
some by June 15 and save $50.

Email Vinnie Manginelli at  
vjmanginelli@gmail.com for more 

information or to register.

Introducing Coleman’s Inaugural Girl’s Golf Team:

Aimee Lund

Rachael Banks

Mary Wirasnik

Colleen Maday

Lauren Kelly



Hall of Fame 2011 
Honoring Coleman’s Best to Create Scholarships!

Congratulations to Our 2011 Honorees:

To see more wonderful photos by George J. Habernig of this event please 
visit the www.colemancatholic.org web site in mid-May.

L-R:  Senator John J. Bonacic, Honorees Mrs. and 

Mr. Lawrence Omura, and Ulster County Clerk 

Nina Postupack’75.

L-R: Senator John J. Bonacic, Honoree 

Father George W. Hommel  and Ulster 

County Clerk Nina Postupack ‘75.

Principal Tullo, his lovely wife Mrs. Janet Tullo 

and Event Chair Extraordinaire Kathy Kelly.

Mayor James Sottile ’76 his wife Mary Beth Sottile ‘76 and Alice Albany Lawlis ‘78.

A wonderful part of Coleman History: sitting L-R: Sr. Elizabeth Anne DiPippo, Sr. Rose Murray, Sr. Catherine Gormley, Kay Lamb, Tom Lamb standing: Sr. Barbara Blackman, Sr. Elizabeth DiTolla, Bro. James McKnight, Sr. Carol Perry.

L-R: Senator John J. Bonacic, Honoree Mrs. Susan 
Paisley and Ulster County Clerk Nina Postupack ’75.
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Engagements
Kristy Canavan (’04) to Travis Nissen. 
Kristy is a teacher in the Kingston City 
Schools.	Travis	is	a	Town	of	Ulster	police	
officer.	A	fall	wedding	is	planned.
Jessica Heitzman (’04) to William E. 
Bennett	IV.	Jessica	is	an	office	manager	at	
the Kioko Center in North Andover, MA. 
William is a technology administrator at 
Borislow Insurance in Methuen, MA. A 
June 2012 wedding is planned.

Births
A son, Gavin Timothy, on January 22nd, to 
Keri and Timothy McArdle (’88). Gavin 
joins his sister, Grace Bernadette, who will 
be three in April.
A daughter, Anna Mae, on January 19th to 
Daniel and Bridget Kelly Lasecki (’96).
A daughter, Elizabeth Danielle, to Kerry 
and Daniel Savona (’88) on February 3rd.
Just before Christmas this past year, 16 
month	old	Emily	Joy	came	 to	 the	United	
States with her parents, David and 
Tammy Csurics Sorbellini (both ’88).  
Born in China on August 9, 2009, she has 
begun to share her life with them, and her 
five	year	old	sister,	Anabel	Ru	Chun,	also	
born in China.  What a beautiful Christmas 
gift for the Sorbellini and Csurics families. 
God bless them!

Alumni News
Frank Patience (’76) has been elected 
Secretary of the New York State Senate. 
At the 2011 new legislature session on 
January 5th, Archbishop Timothy Dolan 
offered the opening prayer. Frank “had the 
honor and privilege of spending some time 
with him on that day.” Not surprising, he 
made sure Archbishop Dolan knew he was 
a proud graduate of John A. Coleman High 
School. Congratulations Frank! We are 
very proud of you. 
True to the spirit of volunteerism and 
community service, George Goodwin 
(’83)	 ran	 for	 the	 office	 of	Ulster	 County	
Sheriff this fall. Though he lost the election, 
he is a winner in the public service arena. 
George received a B.S. Degree in Criminal 
Justice	 from	SUNY	Brockport	 then	spent	

4	½	years	in	the	United	States	Marines,	3	
½ of those years assigned to Presidential 
Security.	 In	 1992,	 he	 joined	 the	 Ulster	
County Sheriff’s Department where he 
rose to his current rank as sergeant. He is a 
field	training	officer	and	a	member	of	the	
dive team. Thank you, George, for your 
service to the country and to the citizens of 
Ulster	County.
This past fall, none other than Piano Man, 
Billy Joel, visited the Rondout Waterfront 
with	 his	 daughter,	 Alexa	 Ray.	 He	 dined	
at Savona’s Trattoria & Pizza Restaurant 
and met with owner Stephen Savona 
(’85). Joel was staying in a yacht docked 
in the Rondout and decided to dine at the 
waterfront restaurant. He gave Savona’s 
a	 five	 star	 rating	 on	 the	 comment	 card	
provided. Wonder if he had nostalgic 
thoughts about a song that he wrote called 
“Scenes from an Italian Restaurant in 
1977”.
Bryan (’00) and Kyle (’05) Minasian ran 
in the American Cancer Society Marathon 
and	finished	with	respectable	times	(3:22:24	
and	 4:39:31).	 As	 first	 time	 marathoners	
these	were	“not	bad	for	a	marathon	first”	
as stated by eric Houghtaling (’78) in his 
Freeman running column on November 7, 
2010. Congratulations to both Minasians!
Kiersten Albrecht (’08) a nursing major 
in	 her	 junior	 year	 at	 Pace	 University,	
has been inducted into the Golden Key 
International Honor Society which 
recognizes top performing college and 
university students.
Patrick Kiernan (’08) is the assistant 
director, dramaturge, and projection 
coordinator	 for	 the	 SUNY	 New	 Paltz	
production of Tommy by The Who. Show 
dates are April 28th  – May 8th. He is 
also sound designing the student run 
dance	 show,	 Dance	 Underground,	 and	
several plays for the college’s New Play 
Festival	 this	 April.	 Even	 more	 exciting,	
he will make his movie debut in Rhymes 
with	Banana,	 to	be	filmed	 in	mid-March.	
Though	 a	 small	 role,	 it	 is	 significant	
enough that his name will be included in 
the credits. We’re rooting for you, Pat!

Anne Marie 
S w e e n e y, ’ 7 5 
has added 
another honor 
to her long and 
worthy list. She 
was honored by 
Irish American 
M a g a z i n e 
and was their 
keynote speaker 
on November 

30, 2010  for The Irish America’s Business 
100 of which she is a member.  Anne 
traces her Irish roots to counties Meath, 
Kerry and Mayo. And by the way, that 
was also her speaking during The Oscars 
this year!  Anne lives in Los Angeles with 
her husband Philip Miller and their two 
children.  Congratulations Anne!

Other News
Christine Kane, former development 
director at Coleman High has joined the 
staff of the Community Foundations of 
the Hudson Valley. She was appointed 
vice president of the Dutchess County 
branch and guides the overall efforts of the 
foundation	and	its	affiliates.
Many Coleman alum will remember Sr. 
Margaret Patricia McDermott and 
Sr. elizabeth Therese Hurteau, both 
Dominican Sisters of Sparkill. Sr. Margaret 
was principal of St. Christopher’s School 
in Red Hook and Sr. Elizabeth Therese 
taught at St. Catherine Laboure School 
in Lake Katrine. They are celebrating 60 
years of religious life and we thank them 
for their service.
Vincent Voerg has been named Grand 
Marshall of the Kingston St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade to be held on March 13th. He 
was an English teacher at Coleman before 
joining the Kingston High School staff. He 
and his wife, Diana, former St. Catherine 
Laboure teacher, are now retired but still 
live in the area.
It was with great sadness that we learned of 
the deaths of two of our alumni, Timothy 
Larson (’87) and Timothy Droulette 
(’81). Please remember them and their 
families in your prayers.
Timothy Larson died suddenly on 
October 23, 2010 as a result of injuries 
suffered in a plane crash near his home in 
Morena Valley, California. He followed his 
dreams,	 first	 earning	 a	B.S.	Degree	 from	
Embry-Riddle	Aeronautical	University	 in	
Prescott, Arizona. He was employed by 
Atlas Air and was a captain on Boeing 
747-400	aircraft.	His	job	fulfilled	his	love	
of	flying	taking	him	to	countries	all	over	the	
world. Though his life was short, he lived 
it to the fullest. Tim’s favorite charity was 
the Wounded Warriors, to which donations 
can still be made in his memory. He is 
survived by his mother, Kathleen Larson, 
his sisters, Tara (’81), Tracy (’82) and 
Amy (’84)	and	his	fiancée,	Janina	Clark.
Timothy Droulette also died suddenly, 
at Shady Grove Hospital in Rockville, 
Maryland. From 1983 he served in the 
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United	 States	 Navy	 as	 a	 submariner.	
Everybody who knew Tim recognized his 
love of music even at an early age. If there 
was a piano in an area, he was drawn to it, 
playing to his heart’s content and to the joy 
of others. He was the owner of American 
Piano Rentals in Rockville. Tim was an 
ardent supporter of Coleman High School 
especially when its future was in jeopardy. 
It	 was	 therefore	 fitting	 that	 his	 family	
requested that donations in his memory 
go to Coleman. They can still be sent in 
his name. He is survived by his father, 
Donald, his brother Michael (’71) and his 
sister Susan (’83). Also surviving are his 
former wife Barbara, who was a secretary 
at Coleman, and his children, Jonathan, 
Andrew, Melissa and Katelyn.
We at Coleman remember these two young 
men whose giving spirit remains with us.
A Spiritual Retreat for Coleman 
Women - Colleen Theresa McSpirit,’72 
is interested in organizing a Spiritual 
Retreat with the guidance and leadership 
of Sister Elizabeth Anne DiPippo, former 
Coleman teacher on a Sunday at Linwood 
in Rhinebeck for Coleman women and 
their female friends. Women of all faiths 
are welcome.  The date has not yet been 
set. We are trying to determine interest at 
this time.  A minimum of 12 participants 

are needed.  The day-long event would run 
from 9:30am to 3:30pm and would cost 
approximately	 $30	 per	 person.	 This	 fee	
would include lunch.  If you are interested 
you may e-mail Colleen at: ctm54@
fairpoint.net.

In Memoriam
Please pray for all of our deceased friends 
and	 relatives.	 We	 extend	 our	 sincere	
sympathy to the families whose loved ones 
have gone to their eternal rest.

Raymond J. Mangan 4/11/10
Willard J. Bova 6/17/10
Samuel C. McCoubrey 10/22/10
Mary S. Siracusano 10/23/10
Ann L. Lane Shuckrow 11/22/10
William J. Hennekens 11/24/10
Agnes G. Hartmann 11/25/10
Frances DeCicco Hargrove 12/1/10
Lydia Giuffre Devine 12/4/10
Henry (Hank) T. McCall 12/8/10
Thomas E. VanEtten, Jr. 12/20/10
Louis F. Muenkel 12/22/10
Thomas Clyne 12/23/10
James McElrath 12/24/10
Lillian H. DiBella 12/29/10
Mark Robert Masterson 1/22/11
Janet McElrath 1/24/11
Martha Jane Masterson 2/1/11
Antonio D. Costa 2/4/11
Juliette Christofora 2/8/11
Jayne Pettengill 2/10/11
Raymond L.Berardi 2/14/11
Gary H. Reynaud 2/14/11

Reunion News
 Class of 1970 Reunion:
Well Attended and Fun!

Saturday, June 12, 2010 was a typical late 
spring day in the Hudson Valley. Early on 
it was very cool but by 6 pm, when we 
gathered at Twin Lakes in Hurley, it had 
gotten quite warm. By the time we left it 
had rained heavily. Despite all the weather 
variations, the John A. Coleman Catholic 
High School Class of 1970 had celebrated 
their 40th Reunion with a lot of laughter, 
some great stories and good music. The 
planning committee had asked everyone 
to submit their three favorite songs from 
our high school years (1966-1970) and the 
disc jockey used that as a playlist. During 
one of our meetings a committee member 
remarked that our planning sessions were 
so much fun that he hoped the actual 
reunion could top it. Along with more than 
60 class members and guests, we were also 
joined by several faculty members- Sr. 
Catherine Gormley, Sr. Carol Perry, Sr. 
Elizabeth DiTolla and Sr. Elizabeth Anne. 
Everyone was impressed by what great 
memories they have, remembering not only 
our class but many of our siblings as well. 
I thought it was particularly kind of them 
not to recall what trouble makers we could 
be back in the day. I guess they focused 
on our positive attributes. It is a mark of 
how cohesive our class was, and is, that 
we had classmates that traveled from as far 
as CA (Mike Begley), MD (Pete Genero) 
and FL (Mike Liuni). Many of those who 
were unable to attend because of distance 
wrote nice notes and wanted their best 
wishes to be passed along. Everyone 
enjoyed this gathering so much that there 
seems to be a consensus that “we should 
do this more often”. Since our last reunion 
was twenty years ago that should be easily 

Class of ’72
40th Reunion Planning Underway!

Lynne McGrath ‘72 has volunteered to lead 
the planning of the Coleman Class of 1972 
Reunion in 2012.  She is working on ideas and 
locations and would love anyone interested 
in assisting with the planning of the 40th 
reunion to contact her. She is also gathering 
names, addresses, e-mails and phone numbers 
for alumni from 1972.  You may reach Lynne 
by e-mail at soapysales@hvc.rr.com or via 
phone at 845-943-0759. She is looking for-
ward to hearing from you and to planning a 
fun weekend for all!

40th Reunion
The Board of Trustees of Coleman

Call for nominations:
The Board of Trustees of John A. Coleman Catholic High School is

accepting applications for open Board positions.

To apply for a position on the Board of Trustees please submit a brief 
biography and letter of interest to:

John A. Coleman Catholic High School
430 Hurley Avenue
Hurley, NY 12443

Attention Nominating Committee
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accomplished...maybe	in	2015!	As	the	first	
class to graduate after spending the full 
four years at Coleman we have to set a 
good	example.
Class of 1970 Reunion Attendees:
 Kathleen (Amendola) Esposito
 Mike Begley
 Robert and Cathy Benincasa
 Pat Callanan and Rick Zadlo
 Phil and Maureen Chodba
 Gerard Croce
 Bill and Diane Cullen
 Maryann Cwill
 Leslie Davis
 John and Darlene Gaal
 Pete Genero and Rosanne Peers
 Marianne Geuss
 Patrick and Susan Harder
 Eileen (Gardener) and Mike Hargrove
 Linda (Kelley) and Bob Conway
 Elizabeth (Leahy) Patrick
 Mike and Rita Liuni
 Kathy Maurer
 Nadine (McGowan) and Pete Nekos
 Mary (Minahan) Whalen
 Suzanne (Rowe) and Duane North

 Chris Seche
 Mary Ann Sior
 Kathy (Smith) and James Dias
 Pete Stenson and Linda Natale
 Thomas Tompkins
 Joseph Woods
 Linda Saccoman
 Joan Quilty
 Judy (Fuller) and Mike LeFevre
 Jay and Karylee Maurer
 Bill and Barbara Ryan
 Eileen (Dempsey) Osbourne
  and Rich Hayner
 Paul Plonsky
 Lloyd Hoffstatter
 plus the 4 faculty members mentioned 
  in the article.

When:  Friday Night July 29, 2011 
 An informal gathering. 
Where: At the Kozy Tavern 
	 224	Foxhall	Avenue 
 Kingston, NY 12401 
Time:	 7pm	-Until?
When: Saturday July 30, 2011 
Where: The Hillside Manor 
 240 Boulevard 
 Kingston, NY 12401 

Time: 6pm-10pm 
When: Sunday July 31, 2011 
Where: Twaalfskill Golf Club 
 l282 West O’Reilly Street 
 Kingston, NY 12401 
Time: 11:30AM till 3:30pm

John Albany
Diana Berg
Randall Bitonte
William Bova
Cindy Breyer
Joann Caliendo
Ron Dombrowski
Dave Douglas
Patricia Duff
Tamara Eichorn
Evan Gabriel
Lisa Genuario

Kyle Hohenberger
William Kahrs
Joseph Koenig
Tom Macholdt
Chris Mayone
Patrick McCooey
Michael McGrane
Kevin McMahon
Jean Pampel
Annette Plonsky
Gerard Price
John Roach

Barbara Run
Daniel Sauer
Sue Scales
Michael Schoonmaker
Rob Scutt
Kevin Smith
Albert Spada
Lorrie Stauble
Brian Tochterman
James Whitaker
Michael Quilty
Matthew Wasserman

Class of ’81 e-Mail Addresses Needed:

Class of ’81 Reunion Plans: 
The class of 1981 has set the dates for their 30th Reunion ! There will be three 
great opportunities to re-connect:
We are working out all the details and cost. 
All classmates are encouraged to join the Class Facebook page.  It is called: 
Coleman Class of ‘81 Reunion.
Reunion questions can be sent to: jpmachione@hvc.rr.com.
All classmates should also send their email addresses to Kevin O’Connell at: 
KGOC126@gmail.com.
We are still looking for some of our fellow Class of ’81 graduates contact 
information. 
We really need e-mail addresses to make contacting each other much easier.
If your name is on this list we do not have your e-mail address.  Looking forward 
to hearing from you!
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“This opportunity to work for the people of 
New York is the biggest honor of my life.”  
“Other than religious life, I think there is 
no higher honor than to serve your fellow 
Americans as a public servant.”

Frank Patience, Secretary of the New York 
State Senate & Coleman Class of ‘76

When Frank Patience 
’76 attended Coleman 
he was elected by 
his fellow students 
four years in a row to 
receive The Coleman 
Service Award which 
was the schools’ 
highest award for 
community service.  
“I just like helping 
people. I get my 

greatest satisfaction helping others.  One 
of my accomplishments as the Personnel 
Director of the Senate prior to becoming 
Secretary was the establishment of the 
Senate’s	 first	 Employee	 Assistance	
Program.  People needed help with lots of 
important issues and I wanted them to get 
them that help.”  Frank’s choice of a life of 
dedication to public service was inspired 
by his Coleman teachers including: 
Sister Mary Alice, Sister Mary Dolan, 
Sister Mary Eileen, Sister Mary Paula 
and Sister Catherine.  “I love all of the 
sisters	-	the	Sisters	of	St.	Ursula	are	just	
an incredible order of nuns.  My happiest, 
most fun, and memorable days were 
spent at Coleman and these Sisters were 
a big part of that.”  After Coleman, Frank 
pursued his undergraduate education 
in	Political	Science	 	 at	SUNY	Oneonta.		
He also studied at the Albany Graduate 
School of Public Administration and has 
certification	in	Human	Resource	Studies	
from	Cornell	University.
“I consider it a great honor to be a 
public servant. I never forget where I 
came from or who I work for.  I work 
for the people of The State of New 
York – the taxpayers of New York.”  
On January 5, 2011 Frank was elected 
by the New York State Senate to be their 
new Secretary.  He was nominated by the 
Senate Majority Leader Senator Dean 
Skelos for this important position.  He 

oversees a 
$94	 million	
dollar budget 
and if the New 
York State 
Senate was a 
corporation his 
title would be 
the CEO.  He 
is responsible 
for the smooth 
running of 
the day to day 
operations of 
the Senate and 

for everything needed to do so.  This 
includes the complete operation of 62 
Senator’s	 offices	 in	Albany	 and	 in	 their	
respective districts.  Everything from 
leases, furniture, personnel, and media 
- including television, contracts of all 
kinds, technology, vehicles, security, 
printing, parking, and anything else 
needed to run this important part of the 
state government falls under his watchful 
eyes.  “I came up the ranks and so I know 
everybody and they know me.  That 
makes people comfortable with you.”

Frank who loves being a leader and 
loves managing people and resources 
started learning how to do so when he 
worked as the Producer of Coleman’s 
Children’s Theater back in high school.  
The production of Coleman’s plays 
involved then, and now, a very large 
group of volunteer students, teachers 
and parents to make each play a success.  
These skills learned at Coleman he then 
honed over his entire working life.  He 

was also involved in student government 
throughout his time at Coleman and in 
his senior year he was elected President 
of his class.
Another Coleman opportunity Frank 
took part in was Youth in Government 
and in Frank’s freshman year he ran a 
campaign	to	become	the	Sheriff	of	Ulster	
County.  He had to campaign in all of 
the schools not just Coleman and he 
won county wide!  This was an amazing 
accomplishment considering how small 
a school Coleman was.  Even then, his 

warmth and commitment was apparent 
to the student’s, county wide, who voted 
for him.  So Frank became Sheriff For 
The	 Day	 Of	 Ulster	 County	 and	 Sheriff	
William B. Martin picked him up in his 
patrol car and off to work Frank went 
with Sheriff Martin.
Frank is very proud of his family 
and is close with his brothers though 
geographically separated.  Frank’s mom, 
Mary who now lives in the Albany area 
was able to be present at his swearing in 
and that made that day an “even prouder 
one.  It was just perfect,” said Frank.  He 
adores his niece and nephews, and has 
been	 chosen	 to	 Godparent	 six	 children.		
He credits his parents with teaching 
him how to treat people and how to be 
grateful.  He is very grateful they sent 
him to Coleman. “I am only as good as 
the people around me.  I treat people as I 
want to be treated.  This should just be a 
basic	in	business.		My	twenty-five	years	
as Personnel Director for the Senate has 
allowed me to know how to select the 
right people to place in the right jobs.  I 
am direct, honest and I think I am fair.”

Left to Right: 
back: Mr. Vincent Voerge, advisor, James Sottile,  
Vice President, Frank Patience, President  
front: Mary Joe Hastings, Treasurer, Helen Quigley, 
Secretary

Frank Patience being sworn in as Secretary of the 
NYS Senate with his family by his side.

Frank Patience ‘76

Frank Patience in The Senate 
Chamber

Coleman Grad becomes Secretary of NYS Senate
Alumni Profiles & News



Frank	 credits	 the	 Sisters	 of	 St.	 Ursula	
and the Marist Brothers with being role 
models for him regarding the right way 
to work with people and the right way 
to motivate people to bring out the best 
in them.  “It was love – an environment 
full of love.  The Sisters and Brothers 
just had this gentle, kind, warm way of 
enlightening you to learn and to do the 
right thing.  There was just this great 
spirit of family.  Our teachers modeled 
the values they were teaching us.”  Frank 
met many life-long friends at Coleman 
that he still keeps in touch with among 
them are: Jim O’Connor ‘78 and his 
extended	family,	Martha	(Hill)	Jones	‘76,	
and Mayor James Sottile ‘76, his wife, 
Mary Beth (Houck) Sottile ‘76 and their 
son Jamie, who also works at the Senate 
in the media department.
In addition to his work at the Senate 
Frank is currently involved with two 
interesting business ventures.  He is a 
partner with one of his former assistants 
Daniel Boone (Yes, that is right and he 
is a direct descendant!) in Hilltop Slate 
Company and O’Callahan’s Pub & Grill, 
both located in Granville, New York near 
the Vermont border.
Though	 Frank	 is	 first	 and	 foremost	
dedicated more than full time to his role 
as Secretary of the NYS Senate he is 
enjoying his recent work as a business 
man.  Hilltop currently produces 15% of 
the	 world’s	 roofing	 slate	 and	 their	 mill	
located on 600 acres produces slate that 
is	 used	 on	 some	 of	 the	 finest	 churches,	
cathedrals, and homes.  Hilltop Slate 
customers include Notre Dame, Princeton 
and Holy Cross.
Frank and his two brothers, Russ ‘73 and 

Tom ‘80 carry on a tradition of giving 
scholarship support to worthy Coleman 
students.  The Victor F. Patience and Mary 
E. Patience Family Scholarship Fund was 
generously established by their parents in 
1992 originally through the Archdiocese 
of New York and it continues today at 
Coleman.  The fund that was created to 
allow other students to have the same 
access to a Coleman education that their 
sons	 did	 is	 now	 fulfilling	 it’s	 mission	
through the work of their sons.  Each 
year via conference call the brothers 
with Principal Tullo meet and discuss 
the many worthy students seeking a 
scholarship.  “Scholarship is critical! 
We fortunate Coleman graduates need 
to support our school and the current 
students who need our help now.  We 
need to show our gratitude for all we 
benefitted from.  I know times are 
difficult, but this is the very time we 
must help out.”  Frank continues, “As I 
read the students answers to the question 
“What does Coleman mean to me?”   I am 
so impressed. The answers today and the 
feelings	expressed	are	the	very	same	ones	
I felt years ago. It is so rewarding to be 
able to help.  I am so very touched by the 
sacrifices	these	students	and	their	parents	
make to be able to attend Coleman.”
Visiting	 Frank	 in	 his	 office	 at	 the	
Senate is impressive and inspiring.  The 
Senate	Chambers	 and	 adjoin	 offices	 are	
magnificent	 and	 beautifully	 restored	 to	
their original splendor. Photos and awards 
fill	 his	walls	 and	 shelves	 and	Coleman,	
and his family are front and center.  His 
staff is as pleasant and welcoming as he 
is.  Frank pointed out with great pride 
a recent photo taken with Archbishop 
Timothy Dolan during his visit to the 

new Secretary.  “I am so honored that 
Senator Skelos nominated me and that the 

Senators elected me.  Sometimes I have to 
pinch myself to make sure this is real.  This 
is my dream job.  I say to students, pursue 
your dreams!  Dreams do come true.”
In a statement issued by Senator Skelos 
whom Frank admires and has known for 26 
years the Senator said, “Frank Patience has 
proven himself to be a skilled administrator 
who will be an asset to every member of the 
New York State Senate…Frank Patience 
is the right person to serve the people of 
the State of New York as Secretary of the 
Senate,	 and	 I	 am	 confident	 he’ll	 do	 an	
outstanding job.”

Frank warmly 
welcomes Coleman’s 
students to come as 
a group to Albany 
so he may give them 
a personal tour.  
Frank has mentored 
many young people 
throughout his years in 
Albany and he is open 

to mentoring Coleman students interested 
in a public service career path.  “We can 
all look back and identify a person – and 
say that person helped me.  I had mentors 
who helped me – many of them over the 
years people like Marie Brennan and Steve 
Sloan.  I wanted to be and have been that 
person who mentors someone looking for 
guidance.  I enjoy doing so.”
Frank loves his work on behalf of the 
people of New York and we are grateful 
that someone with his heart, intelligence, 
and dedication is serving all of us. Thank 
you Frank.
Former classmates and friends may reach 
Frank at patience@nysenate.gov.

On Tuesday, March 8 during Catholic Lobby Day in 
Albany, Archbishop Timothy Dolan, Bishop Howard 
Hubbard, Bishop William Murphy and Bishop 
Nicholas DiMarzio joined Frank Patience in the 
NYS Senate Chamber for this photo.

Frank Patience and Archbishop Dolan

NYS Senate Chamber in all it’s historically restored 
splendor.

Coleman Grad becomes Secretary of NYS Senate
continued

Frank Patience
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“And then there was Sister Mary Lucy 
for Science.  She probably doesn’t know 
it, but a few words she said, and her 
belief in me changed my life.  I did not 
always do well on tests.  She took me 
aside and said, “Joe, I really don’t think 
your grades reflect your knowledge. I 
know you know more than these tests 
say.”  She challenged me and believed in 
me.  I loved her.  Her words completely 
changed my self-image.”  
Joe Bertone, ’73, DVM, MS, Diplomat 
ACVIM, Professor of equine 
Medicine at Western University of 
Health Sciences, College of Veterinary 
Medicine.

“When I look 
back at my days 
at Coleman and 
the teachers that 
influenced	 me	
positively there 
are several that 
come to mind.  
First of all, my 
favorite is Sister 
Elizabeth Anne. 
She loved to 
teach and she 

knew how to challenge you.  She is my 
inspiration for teaching and she inspired 
me.  Mr. Gretzinger had a clear love of 
teaching as well.  I also found him to be 
a kind gentle individual with his heart in 
the right place.  Mr. Lombardi had such 
energy and enthusiasm – wow- what he 
got me to do with his inspiration.  I was 
very fortunate to have so many quality 
teachers, teachers who cared about me.  
I hope Coleman students today have 
that same opportunity.  It makes all the 
difference.” 

Joe would be 
motivated to 
seek a career 
in which there 
was much 
studying ahead 
to reach his 
goal.  He left 
high school 
to study 
e c o n o m i c s 
and political 

science with the intention of going to 
law school.  Once in college he realized 
he really wanted to pursue a career as a 
Veterinarian.  He needed more science 
credits with this change in major so he 
returned home and completed those 
classes	 at	 Ulster	 County	 Community	
College	 (UCCC).	 	 After	 completing	
his	work	 at	UCCC	 ,	 he	 entered	Cornell	
University	 where	 he	 earned	 a	 BS	 with	
a concentration in animal nutrition. 
He then entered Cornell’s Veterinary 
Medical School where he earned his 
DVM in 1983. He would have left vet 
school earlier, but he stayed longer to 
complete research he had begun.  (Sister 
Mary Lucy was right about Joe Bertone.)  
Joe graduated on the Dean’s List at 
Cornell with Honors and he published his 
first	paper	as	an	undergraduate.			As	each	
step of his career in veterinary medicine 
past it became clearer and clearer to him 
that working with equine medicine was 
where he wanted to be. 
Initially Joe worked in a private practice 
but he knew he wanted to do more. He then 
completed a residency-training program, 
and a MS degree in Pharmacology at 
Colorado	State	University.	 	 Joe’s	 career	
accomplishments are many.  Here 
are just a few:  He has served on the 
faculties of Louisiana State and Ohio 
State	 Universities	 and	 as	 a	 veterinary	
medical	 officer	 at	 the	 Food	 and	 Drug	
Administration, Center for Veterinary 
Medicine.  He is a three time recipient 
of the equine speaker of the year award 
at the North American Veterinary 
Conference.	 	 He	 has	written	 six	 books,	
numerous articles for one hundred 
publications, forty chapters in other 
books and has put in 600 hours lecturing 
all over the world.  He has worked in 
laboratories in Italy and in October he 
will be working in Korea. He has also 
edited three Veterinary Clinics of North 
America; The Five-Minute Consult for 
Equine Medicine and Surgery; Equine 
Clinical Pharmacology, and Equine 
Geriatric Medicine and Surgery. He has 
served on the American Association of 
Equine Practioners Task Force on Drug 
Piracy and Compounded Drugs.  He was 
a member of the founding faculty for a 
relatively new vet school at Western 
University	for	Health	Sciences	where	he	

still works.  And as he said, “I love it!” 
Joe has kept in contact with many of his 
friends from Coleman and is proud of all 
of them for what they accomplished and 
more importantly, “what kind of people 
they are.”  Like many from Coleman he 
made friends for a life during his four 
years in high school. 

In 1994, Joe says, “I married my best 
friend.”  That would be Mel McGee who 
Joe adds is “a very artistic person and a 
respiratory therapist”. “She and I share 
a love for the outdoors, traveling and 
our dogs.” Mel and Joe are very active 
in charity work especially in the area of 
human rights and animal rights. Whether 
they are biking, Colorado rafting or on a 
ski slope it is made better because they 
are sharing the activity.
For many years, Joe has volunteered 
his services to several Native American 
reservations where he helps care for their 
horses.  He has developed a very unique 
bond with the people he has met there 
and their animals. “It is something I very 
much enjoy doing. They are very special 
people.”
Joe feels very fortunate about his life.  
He is actually quite humble despite 
his accomplishments.  He is quick to 
point out others from Coleman who are 
doing equally well in their careers, or in 
his view more important work than he.  
On the top of his list is his sister Tina 
Bertone Siragusa’81.  He could not be 

Joe Bertone ‘73

Joe (oar person, grey green, Sicilian) and family on 
their biannual rafting trip in the Wild Rogue River 
Wilderness preserve in Oregon. Also seen in the pic-
ture are Mel (captain, blond human, Iowa, Best friend 
and love of my life); Bosum (Bosun’s mate, Rhodesian 
Ridgeback, East Timor, really); Pai (princess and bear 
spotter, black and white, Havasupai reservation; Lulu 
(ship’s terrorist, Havanese, grey, Alabama).

Joe Bertone puts on his stage 
makeup for a performance in 
Coleman’s Children’s Theater 
Performance of Peter Pan.

Joe Bertone ‘73



Joe Bertone ‘73 continued

Our Annual 
Coleman Christmas Concert!

Fresh off of the incredibly challenging and 
successful production of Phantom Mrs. 
Hopson and our talented students put on 
a Christmas Concert to remember.  Next 
year, mark your calendar to attend as this 
is a must see holiday treat! 

prouder of his 
“little” sister.  
So of course we 
contacted her 
i m m e d i a t e l y 
and her story 
will be featured 
soon in The 
Coleman Spirit!
Joe would 
welcome the 
o p p o r t u n i t y 
to return to 

Coleman for a Career Day.  He is also 
open to hearing from and mentoring 
Coleman students interested in any 
area of veterinarian medicine.  He 

looks forward to hearing from former 
classmates and friends. You may reach 
Joe via e-mail at jbertone@westernu.
edu.

“Dr. Joe” Bertone

Joe At Work as a Vet
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It is always the right 
time to support 

Coleman!
Give a gift today to

The Coleman 
Annual Fund



Jerry Prendergast ‘72
“I sat in a meeting today with a client 
from Japan – I was asked if I could do 
what I had agreed to months before.  
The world had changed for him and his 
investors – I have no choice - I told him I 
would.  Would we in the US understand 
how alone he is. We expect so much 
from our government, he so little.” 
Jerry Prendergast, ’72, Owner of 
Prendergast Associates, reflecting on  
a business venture in Japan post 
earthquake on Facebook.

“I’ve been in 
the Los Angeles 
area now longer 
than I lived in 
the Kingston 
area.”, Jerry 
remarked, “But 
it was my work 
for Coleman’s 
Palumbo family 
at their family 
r e s t a u r a n t , 
The Capri, on 

weekends and summers during high 
school that would lead me to my life’s 
work.  Jerry credits the Palumbo’s with 
teaching him how to make people feel 
welcome.  He worked as a dishwasher, 
bus boy and bartender over his years there 
and he enjoyed it.   “I like making people 
happy – and that began at the Capri. I 
am grateful for that opportunity when I 

was so young.”  Jerry’s grandfather was 
in the hotel business and his dad was in 
the construction business.  He uses skills 

from both in his business today.
“I think for everyone high school 
represents the best four years and the 
worst four years in your life.  For me the 
good times at Coleman bonded me with 
friends I have had since my days there. 
Friends like John McGregor who I met at 
Kindergarten	at	St.	Ursula’s,	Justin	(Bob)	
Cooke, Don Kelley, Charlie Greco and 
Jimmy Cranston.  Though over a period 
of time you go your separate ways, then 
you come back.  There is a familiarity you 
have with each other that is not created at 
any other time of your life.  You know 
each other better than you know yourself 
during high school. “   Jerry who is the 
chief cheerleader and organizer for 
his classmates from the Class of ’72 
reconnecting on Facebook over the last 
few years loves building relationships.  It 
is the essence of what his work is about.
During college Jerry worked at The 
Dupuy Canal House.  And throughout 
his young adult life he worked in the 
hospitality	 field	 in	 one	 area	 or	 another.		
He knows this industry from the inside 
out and his training as a stock broker 
and real estate agent would later serve 
him well as he worked putting together 
deals to create food related businesses.  “I 
truly enjoy this business and I have since 
high school.  I love entertaining people 
and creating environments and menus 
and service that makes them happy. In 
a nutshell Prendergast and Associates 
takes you from concept to the opening of 
a turnkey restaurant taking care of every 
detail imaginable along the way.”
Jerry credits his teachers at Coleman 
with influencing him as a person and 
as a business man.   “I frequently 
quote Ken Ward who was my business 
teacher and tennis coach. I learned so 
much from him! He was young - fresh 
out of Marist! “Some of Ken Ward’s 
wisdom shared at Coleman has become a 
regular part of Jerry’s talk today.  “Be the 
first-est	with	the	most-est,”	he	would	say.		
I tell everyone creating a business this.  If 
you want to open an Italian restaurant, you 
need to be the BEST Italian restaurant.  
And make sure people can pronounce the 
name of your company.” Jerry says as he 
smiles. 
Jerry gained more wisdom from some 
of his other favorite teachers like:  Les 

Lombardi, Bob Thabot, and Bernie 
Matthews and Sister Elizabeth.  “Les was 
a great teacher and coach. I would argue 
with Mr. Thabot for the sake of seeing how 
he would argue back.  I learned a lot from 
him.		Bernie	Matthews	was	an	excellent	
teacher too.  His senior year psychology 
class was really a class in human nature.  
I learned how to understand people that 
were different from me.  And it was Sister 
Elizabeth who taught me mechanical 
drawing.”
Today, Jerry has put to work all he has 
learned through work and education and 
invested it into his successful company: 
Prendergast Associates.  “When you love 
what you do it is not work!”  says Jerry.  

He shares this philosophy with many 
other Coleman alumni.  Passion for your 
life’s work is an ongoing theme when you 
talk with Coleman graduates regardless 
of	their	field	of	endeavor.
 A visit to his company’s website www.
restaurantproducer.com	 explains	 clearly	
what he and his team do:
Prendergast & Associates oversees 
projects from development through build-
out and opening, and has brought to life 
the	concepts	of	some	of	the	world’s	finest	
chefs. In addition to consulting on the 
creative end, Prendergast & Associates 
works closely with the development 
team and investors to institute systems 
of reporting and structural organization 
to	 ensure	 fiscal	 compliance.	 With	
Prendergast & Associates leading 
your project, you have world’s best 
team behind you helping to drive the 
profitability	 of	 your	 venue	 or	 initiative.	
National averages show that 7 out of 
10 restaurants go out of business in 18 

Jerry Prendergast pursuing his passion for tennis in 
1972 at Coleman.

Gerard Prendergast ‘72

The dining room at Sanctuary, one of Jerry’s projects.



months – poise yours for success by hiring 
consultants who navigate the system to 
your advantage and have a vested interest 
in the growth of your business.

Prendergast & 
Associates has 
developed projects 
in New York, Los 
Angeles, Honolulu, 
Tokyo, and 
numerous locations 
in-between.  Its team 
members have been 
involved in over 
100 projects ranging 
from	 $500,000	 to	

over	 $8,000,000.	 	Major	 clients	 include	
Disney, Safeway/Host Marriott, and the 
Royal Hawaiian Center.
“When you are interested in creating a 
successful restaurant in NY, Miami or 
L.A.	you	need	to	work	the	numbers	first.		
It really starts off with an investment 
process. Many times it will be pulling 
together 20-30 investors to put up the 
capital necessary in these cities. I use 
experts	 that	work	 in	 all	 areas	 I	 need	 to	
develop on behalf of my clients.  I have 
the	 financial	 experts,	 the	 real	 estate	
experts,	 location	 scouts,	 	 expeditors,	
lease	experts,	regulation	experts,	systems	
experts,		the	planning	and	design	experts,	
graphic	arts	experts,		the	building	experts,	
and	of	course	the	food	experts.		You	name	
it – we have it and together we focus on 
creating a very successful restaurant. 
We even hire and train the staff and we 
can select everything for you down to 

the linens, stem ware, and plates.  We 
are truly full service. ”   Jerry loves his 
work in which he brings together the best 
people to create outstanding projects.  
Twenty years after opening his doors to 
his	first	project	he	has	a	virtual	 team	of	
employees who like him are passionate 
about food and service. At this time, he 
spends a week each month overseeing 
projects in Hawaii.  He keeps his Coleman 
friends updated on his status in Hawaii 
which both inspires them and leads to the 
sin of envy from time to time. 
A requested public speaker and 
recognized	 expert	 in	 the	 food	 industry	
Jerry presents at state and national 
restaurant shows, he guest lectures at the 
CIA in Hyde Park and at the Hospitality 
Management program at California State/
Long Beach where he sits on their Board 
of Directors.  He mentors students in the 
Hospitality Management program where 
he believes they focus on the perfect dual 
major combination of construction and 
hospitality.

Whether in Hawaii or L.A. Jerry lives an 
active life with his equally active wife 
Director Susan Morgenstern of 27 years.  
He still plays tennis as he did at Coleman 
and running, swimming and biking are 
activities he enjoys as well.  He and 
Susan participate in many charitable 
events especially in the area of the arts 
and health. They both work in creative 
fields	 and	 support	 each	 other	 in	 their	
passion for their respective careers. 

Almost perpetually cheerful Jerry 
orchestrates his company like a maestro 
handles his orchestra.  His passion and 
quest for quality instills enthusiasm 
from his staff and successful projects 
for	his	clients.		He	is	the	first-est	and	the	
most-est for his clients and his passion 
and commitment to his business would 
make Mr. Ken Ward proud.

Jerry is looking forward to coming east 
during	 the	 next	 year	 to	 see	 many	 of	
his friends from Coleman at his 40th 
class reunion- or before just for fun, or 
work.  He is open to mentoring Coleman 
students interested in the hospitality 
business.  Former classmates and friends 
may reach Jerry at foodiela@aol.com.  
He looks forward to hearing from you if 
he hasn’t already made you a friend on 
Facebook.  Thank you very much Jerry 
for helping so many of your former 
classmate’s reconnect.

Jerry Prendergast, Owner, 
Prendergast Associates

Jerry and his wife Susan attend a fundraiser for a 
children’s theatre program in Los Angeles.

Jerry Prendergast ‘72 continued

Natalie Sosa

Mike Sacoman and San Ha Lee

Coleman’s Art Students visit Storm King for inspiration.

Storm King 2010 Art Trip
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 “When you come to that place in life 
where you recognize that there was 
a turning point which ignited your 
interests and you say looking back 
when and where did this happen?  For 
me it was Coleman and Sister Loretta 
regarding art. I don’t know if it would 
have happened naturally for me if not 
for Coleman”
Joan Conti Lonergan ’72, Principal 
Broker/Owner, Coldwell Banker Real 
estate Village Green & Life Long 
Artist

“Going to 
school at 
C o l e m a n 
made you 
part of a very 
close knit 
c o m m u n i t y 
and where 
you could 
literally know 
everyone.  I 
think we had 
like 104 kids 
in our class 

and I remember every one of them.  As 
you became an upper classman you 
felt a responsibility to be a leader and 
to	 be	 a	 good	 example	 for	 the	 younger	
students.  We had this beautiful building 
with these wonderful teachers.  We 
were very fortunate. “Joan said smiling, 
“At Coleman you could participate in 
anything you wanted to.  If you wanted to 
be on yearbook, you could. If you wanted 
to be involved with the plays, you could.  
You could always join in and you always 
felt welcome. I never had a large role 
in the plays, but I could be part of this 
incredible	Coleman	theater	experience.”
So when Joan Conti left Coleman in 1972 
she chose to continue her education at a 
small woman’s Catholic college: The 
College of New Rochelle.  “I wanted a 
woman’s college because I wanted to 
actually dedicate myself to my work.  I 
wanted a small nurturing school like I 
had a Coleman.”
“There is something very special about 
the Catholic educational experience.  
Whether you are a practicing Catholic or 
not this particular educational approach 

cannot help but change you in positive 
ways.  You learn that it is important to help 
people. You learn to be compassionate 
and to show kindness.   Those types of 
things are just woven throughout the 
Catholic	educational	experience.	There	is	
an emphasis on ethics and honesty.  This 
emphasis shapes a person’s character and 
that aspect of Coleman I think is great!”  
Joan	who	recently	lectured	at	SUNY	New	
Paltz about Ethics in Business takes this 
seriously.  She is very purposeful in her 
actions as a successful business woman, 
a mother and an artist.

Joan is a petite power house.  She credits 
positive role models in her family, like 
her paternal grandmother who was a 
successful entrepreneur, and the Sisters 
of	St.	Ursula	with	making	her	believe	that	
quite possibly women could do anything.   
“Women led Coleman.  After all we 
had a female principal!”  “So when I 
left college I was absolutely convinced 
that women could do anything.  I just 
didn’t even give it a second thought that 
this was not possible.”  It would take 
a corporate decision to refuse Joan a 
promotion she had been promised during 
her	first	pregnancy	to	shock	her	into	the	
prejudice women faced at work.  “It 
was	my	first	ah-ha	moment.	 	I	 learned	I	
would need to stand up and hold them 
accountable.”
“One of my favorite quotes by Eleanor 
Roosevelt is “Intimidation requires 
consent.”	 	 When	 I	 returned	 just	 six	
weeks after having my second son and 
was denied a raise that everyone else 
received	 because	 of	 a	 short	 six	 week	
absence to give birth, I knew this was not 
going to work for me. ” It did however 

ignite a new passion to work on behalf 
of woman, and women’s issues from then 
forward. I knew I had to become part of 

the solution.”
Eventually, Joan 
would be one 
of the founders 
of	 the	 Ulster	
County Chapter 
of the National 
O rg a n i z a t i o n 
of Women.  
“I wanted to 
surround myself 
with powerful 

women so I could learn from them and 
feel supported.  I didn’t know how to do 
that,	but	I	knew	I	would	find	out	how.”
Joan truly found her passion and the 
role of a life time with real estate and 
managing people.  She has had to believe 
in herself and her dreams when others 
did not. Like all of her grandparents she 
chose to become an entrepreneur.  After 
working as a graphic artist in NYC she 
moved her family back to the Hudson 
Valley while her husband went to law 
school.  “I turned to Jim and said we are 
always leaving the city to go back upstate 
why don’t we make our home there.”   
And so with two children in hand she 
left New York City.  A few years later a 
real	estate	course	offered	at	UCCC	would	
lead to her completely transforming her 

business life.  “I don’t know why I chose 
this course other than I thought it would 
be interesting. After all I could have 
chose plumbing.” 
Joan has built a growing, successful real 
estate business from the ground up. What 
began	as	a	boutique	real	estate	office	has	

Joan consults with her Stone Ridge office coordina-
tor Renee Wojciechowski about the May Japanese 
Earthquake Fundraiser.

Joan Conti Lonergan ‘72

Joan Conti Lonergan ‘72

Joan Conti ‘72
Joan Conti pursuing her art at Coleman 1972



now grown with Joan’s hard work and 
nurturing to four locations with 75 
realtors.  Joan estimates that her company 
that	 is	 now	 affiliated	 since	 2001	 with	
Coldwell Banker controls 25% of the real 
estate	market	 share	 in	Ulster	 County	 at	
a time when others are retreating. Her 
Coldwell Banker Village Green Group is 
in the process of selling one of every four 
homes	 on	 the	market	 in	 Ulster	 County.		
During	 these	 tough	 times	 she	 expanded	
and purchased more businesses.  She has 
invested in more training for her sales 
force and together they have survived.
Joan believes in the importance of open 
dialogue at work.  She encourages 
everyone she works with to bring forward 
suggestions to improve their company.  
She has formalized this process with 
volunteer members of her staff from each 
location who meet with her regularly.    
And when these challenging times 
required the trimming of the budget she 
made sure that the cuts would not impact 
the quality of the service they provide to 
their customers.
Joan has many positive memories of 
Coleman. Though Coleman was not an 
art school Joan recalls “that wonderful 
room”.  “Getting involved in the art room 
at Coleman was life changing for me. 
I spent a lot of time there where I was 
introduced to my life-long passion for the 
arts under the guiding direction of Sister 
Loretta.”		It	was	at	Coleman	that	she	first	
worked with a potter’s wheel.  Ceramics 
became one of several of her favorite 
expressive	art	forms,	Joan	actually	has	a	

potter’s wheel in her home. “I still have 
some the pieces I made at Coleman.”
Joan studied Fine Arts in her 
undergraduate work at The College of 
New Rochelle and later she took courses 
at The School of Visual Arts in New 
York City. Joan’s love of art and artists 
is incorporated into the Coldwell Banker 
Village	 Green	 offices	 she	 owns.	 	 The	
offices	also	function	as	art	galleries	 that	
are open to the public with rotating art 
shows.
Joan	gets	 excited	 as	 she	 talks	 about	 the	
creativity of one of her classmates. “Every 
morning Michael Gromek would create 
these awesome cartoons with a character 
he created called “Slither”.  He was 
always funny and always on point.  I don’t 
know if something like that could happen 
anywhere else.”  And Joan remembers 
warmly when Brother Williams reached 
out to her and gave her the space to talk 
when she needed it.  “One of the great 
things about Coleman is if a student 
needed something someone would be 
there for them.”

To	 relax	 Joan	
enjoys an 
active life with 
her husband 
Jim Lonergan 
who is an 
attorney, and 
by the way a 
prolific	 and	
p u b l i s h e d 
poet! Travel 
and	 exercise	
are a regular 
part of their 
lives. Together 

they share the love of four children and 
their grandchildren.  They also share a 
passion for biking and traveling and often 
combine the two with equally passionate 
friends.  She still keeps in touch with 
some of her Coleman classmates and 
looks forward to reconnecting with more.
Joan shares her time and commitment to 
the arts with the Woodstock Brydcliffe 
Guild where she serves on the board and 
is their current treasurer.  Joan recently 
hosted a fund raiser in her Coldwell 
Banker	Real	Estate	office	in	Stone	Ridge	
to	benefit	the	American	Red	Cross	efforts	
in	 Japan.	 	 She	 offered	 her	 exquisite	

photographs of Japan for sale to raise 
money for this cause close to her heart.  
Her son Eric lives in Japan and the photos 
were taken during a recent trip she made 
to visit him.
Joan is open to mentoring students at 
Coleman interested in the arts or business.   
She also has some words of wisdom for 
current students:
1.  Be honest. If you don’t know something 
it	is	okay,	you	can	always	find	out.

2.  Look at life as a journey where you 
can constantly grow and learn your 
entire life.

3.  “Try on” different jobs.  If they are 
not right for you move on and keep 
looking for the right work for you.

4. 	When	you	find	what	you	love	to	do,	do	
it.  Then it will never feel like you are 
working.

5.  Do what you are passionate about and 
the money will come to you.

Classmates and friends may connect with 
Joan through e-mail at: joan.lonergan@
coldwellbanker.com.

Joan Conti Lonergan ‘72 continued

Left to Right: Dianne Jabbour Woodstock office, 
Raymond Iaia, Stone Ridge and New Paltz offices, 
Candida Ellis Kingston and Windham offices and 
in front Joan Conti Lonergan’72.

Joan and Jim Lonergan

Attention 
Alumni & Former Teachers

Please let us profile you for an issue of The 
Coleman Spirit!

Whether you are a stay at home mom 
or dad, an athlete, a business person, a 
world traveler, a social worker, a surgeon, 
a volunteer at your church, a member of 
a religious order, an elected official, an 
inventor, a writer, a singer, a dancer, work 
in not for profit, a missionary, or you are 
retired we want to tell your story.

Let us know you are interested by 
e-mailing us at 

development@colemancatholic.net

Joan’s beautiful photograph entitled “Geisha of 
Kyoto” will be available for sale at the Japanese 
earthquake fundraiser in May.



There are many 
things you 
expect	 when	
you enter high 
school; new 
friends, new 
experiences	and	
an education 
to prepare you 
for college. We 
expect	 to	 learn	
new things. 
We learn from 

books. We learn from teachers. We learn 
to	expect	the	unexpected.	Sometimes	we	
get	much	more	than	we	expect.
The Coleman High School Class of 1988 
was a diverse class of young men and 
women who went out in the world and 
became leaders in business, education 
and government. They are small business 
owners. They are stay at home moms, 
naval	 officers;	 massage	 therapists	 and	
even golf pros and scientists! Some of 
these alumni have left the Kingston area. 
They’re in California, Florida, Boston, 
Philadelphia and New York City. Others 
are proud to call Kingston home and 
look forward to sending their kids to the 
wonderful school where they grew into 
adults. The bond that ties these individuals 
is one that can never be broken. 
Two members 
of the class 
of 1988 got 
what they 
e x p e c t e d…
and much, 
much more. 
When Andrew 
LaValle and 
C h r i s t i n e 
Brady walked 
through those 
glass doors for 
the	 first	 time	
in	September	of	1984,	finding	their	soul	
mate	was	probably	not	first	and	foremost	
in their minds. They spent their Coleman 
years learning and studying; striving for 
the best grades possible. Twenty three 
years after graduation, Andrew and 
Christine, or Mrs. LaValle as she is now 
known,	 reflect	 fondly	 on	 their	 days	 at	

Coleman. Coleman is a major part of their 
past…and their present…and their future. 
Their son Matt graduated in 2009. Son 
Jim is a freshman right now and son and 
daughter, Michael and Katelyn lie in the 
wings as they complete their elementary 
education at nearby St. Joseph School. 
Andrew and Chris started dating a year 
AFTER Coleman. Andrew went to 
SUNY	Ulster,	while	Chris	attended	Iona	
College in New Rochelle, NY. Today, 
Andrew is a Director of Hospitality 
Services at Compass Group while Chris 
is a professional photographer. 
 “We both really enjoyed our time at 
Coleman. Our class was around 85 
kids, and you knew everyone by name, 
and something about them. There is 
something about Coleman that stays with 
you, even after you leave. We always 
knew that if we lived in this area our kids 
would go to school at Coleman,” says 
Christine. 
The LaValles have kept in touch with 
several teachers over the years. Some of 
the teachers they shared over two decades 
ago still grace the halls of the wonderful 
school on Hurley Avenue. “Since we 
have been involved at Coleman again 
these last 6 years, we have gotten to 
see many of our favorites again in Mrs. 
Paisley, Sr. Carol and Sr. Catherine (who 
was principal while we were students)” 
Chris comments.”
When asked what they learned at 
Coleman that stayed with them ever 
since, Chris remarks, “I think Coleman, 
and Catholic schools in general, help you 
to look beyond yourself and think more 
about others. The fundraising and events 
done within the school, the service hours, 
all require kids to see the rest of the 
world, and learn to care about others and 
their	circumstances	 in	a	very	significant	
way.”
They made friends all those years ago 
who still remain a major part of their 
lives today. They enjoyed seeing their 
classmates at their 20th year reunion in 
2008.
“Coleman gives kids more than just a 
high school diploma. It asks more of its 

students through heightened academic 
standards and volunteer hours. There 
are opportunities through outstanding 
theater and sports programs, to give more 
of themselves to the school community 
at large. Every child should have that 
opportunity, to grow beyond what they 
have known and reach out to others,” 
Mrs. LaValle put so eloquently. 

The Christine and Andrew have some 
advice for our current student body… 
“Enjoy your time here. It will go faster 
than you can ever imagine.”
Imagination	 and	 expectations,	 social	
relations and congratulations…some 
things you bring with you when you 
enter Coleman; others you get on the 
way out. The advice and wonderful 
comments Andrew and Chris have for 
their fellow alumni and current students 
are messages of hope and praise for an 
institution that has shaped so many lives. 
They offer this advice to their very own 
children every day, as the LaValle parade 
continues through the doors of Coleman 
Catholic High School, and everyone 
involved, school and family is better for 
the relationship.

A Coleman Love Story: Andrew & Christine LaValle ‘88
Alumni Stories

by Vinnie Manginelli
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The Miner Family and Coleman
by Lori Clyne Miner ‘80

In her commencement 
address to the JAC 
Class of 1980, Sister 
Carol Perry gave 
a	 final	 vocabulary	
lesson and homework 
assignment.  Rows 1, 
3, 5, and 7 were given 
the word conviction.  
Rows 2, 4, and 6 were 
assigned enthusiasm.  
That particular 

vocabulary lesson resonated because it 
echoed the sentiments so often heard 
at home.  Mom would tell us to “Have 
the courage of your convictions,” and 
Dad’s favorite phrase was, “Attitude is 
everything.”  My Catholic Education 
in St. Stanislaus B&M in Ozone Park, 
Queens, St. Mary of the Snow in 
Saugerties, and in John A Coleman High 
School was a constant reinforcement of 
the faith based values I learned at home.  
Catholicism was not just a belief system; 
it was a way of life.
My parents, Rose Marie and Thomas 
Clyne chose Catholic education for their 
daughters because of the reputation 
for	 academic	 excellence	 and	 because	
of the disciplined work environment.  
Although my kindergarten teacher in PS 
63 assured my mother that I did not need 
the discipline of a Catholic school, Mom 
was quick to point out that the discipline 
was needed so that I would be in an 
environment where I could learn.  When 
we made the decision to entrust our 
children to the Catholic education system, 
we,	too,	wanted	academic	excellence	and	
discipline, but we were also looking for a 
place where our values would be nurtured 
and put into action every day.  
Upon	 their	 enrollment	 in	 John	 A.	
Coleman Catholic High School, few 
students realize the impact that the 
Coleman	 experience	 will	 have	 on	 their	
lives.  Coleman teaches a strong sense of 
community.  Students are taught to look 
beyond themselves to the needs of others.  
They are encouraged to use their talents 
for good, to pitch in and help wherever 
there may be a need.  To many, Coleman 
becomes a home to which people return 
as parents, volunteers, and supporters.  
There	is	a	strong	sense	of	extended	family	
at Coleman that transcends generations.  

The	Miner	family	is	but	one	example	of	
this Coleman tradition.

Coleman encourages education.  I 
very much agree with the importance 
of learning and growing throughout 
your life.  I was a proud and active 
member of the Coleman Class of 
1980.  While at Coleman, I was active 
in many student activities, especially 
Children’s Theatre and yearbook.  After 
graduation, I attended Siena College 
where I met my husband, Keith Miner.  
I received my BA Magna Cum Laude 
in Spanish Education from Siena and a 
MA	 in	 Spanish	 Literature	 from	 SUNY	
Albany.  I hold permanent NYS teacher 
certification	in	both	Spanish	and	English	
and I am employed as a Spanish teacher 
and the Curriculum Coordinator for the 
Modern Language Department at Cairo-
Durham High School.  Every day Sister 
Carol (rows 1, 3, 5, 7) Sister Catherine 
(Pearls of Wisdom) and, of course, Mr. 
Jerry Gretzinger are in my classroom as 
I teach.   Keith and I married in 1985 
and we have two children, Victoria (JAC 
2010), currently a freshman at Siena 
College, and Timothy, who will join the 
Coleman	Class	of	2015	next	fall.
The homework assignment in Sister 
Carol’s commencement address to the 
Class of 1980 was a challenge to look 
at one’s hands each day and ask, “What 
good have I done with these today?”  
When Coleman faced its crisis in 2001, 
conviction and enthusiasm were put 
to the test as so many parents, alumni 
and supporters put their hands to work 
to save Coleman.  We were among 

those who spent hours at phone-a-thons 
seeking	 financial	 support	 to	 transform	
Coleman into an independent Catholic 
High School.  Today, ten years later, we 
continue enthusiastically to support the 
vision that Coleman Lives, donating time 
and talents wherever needed in support 
of students, class activities and school 
events.
When Victoria enrolled at Coleman in 
2006, Keith quickly became a common 
face at Coleman.  While I kept the home 
fires	 burning	 and	 did	 many	 behind	 the	
scenes jobs, Keith volunteered at many 
different events.  Since 2006, Keith has 
kept the score clock at all boys’ and 
girls’ Varsity Basketball home games 
and has worked as a statistician for the 
teams on their many trips to post-season 
play.  He also donated time working with 
the girls’ volleyball team.  In addition, 
Keith has acquired the moniker of “The 
Voice of Coleman” for his service as 
master of ceremonies at the annual Wine 
and	 Cheese	 Raffle,	 the	 Christmas	 Craft	
Fair, the Coleman Golf Tournament, the 
2007 Sports Award ceremony, and Spirit 
Walk.  Keith is also an active supporter 
of the Coleman theatre, working on set 
construction and concessions for several 
recent productions.  In 2009, Keith was 
selected to serve on the Coleman Board 
of Trustees and currently chairs the 
Annual Fund campaign.

Victoria and Tim have both been active 
volunteers at Coleman as well.  Victoria 
was	 a	 class	 officer	 and	 donated	 many	
hours to the basketball program as 
the scorekeeper for the Stateswomen.  
Dedicated to the theatre program, in 
addition to her acting and singing roles, 

Yearbook Editors 1980: (front row: Lorraine Clyne, 
Kathy Regan, Pat Lozier back row: Cathy Scala, Laurie 
Ann Morris, Charlene McGuire,  Bernadette Berardi, 
Maureen Dougherty

Lori & Keith Miner enjoying the Hall of Fame 
Dinner 2011

Lorraine Clyne Miner 
‘80



The Miner Family and Coleman continued

Victoria helped with make-up, props, and 
set construction for many productions.  
In the fall of 2010, Victoria came home 
every weekend to assist Barry Greene 
and Debbie Ressa with set design and 
construction for “Phantom of the Opera” 
and	 to	 lend	 her	 expertise	 once	 again	 to	
make-up. Already active, Tim helps Keith 
many nights with taking down chairs after 
basketball games and especially enjoys 
helping Dave Rask with concessions and 

Pauline Sullivan and the Pesners with 
seating patrons at theatre shows.
Our children are now following our 
example	just	as	we	followed	that	of	our	
parents.  In life one must have the courage 
of one’s convictions, to walk the walk 
and not just talk the talk. From making 
sandwiches for BINGO, to bringing a 
hook	and	ladder	truck	to	school	to	fix	the	
halyard	on	the	flag	pole,	to	making	prom	

favors, to taking time to listen or give 
a hug to a student who needs someone 
to talk to, we enthusiastically live our 
values.  And the best part of the story is 
that we are not alone.  There are so many 
families who give their time, talents, 
money and prayers for the betterment 
of the Coleman community and beyond.  
Hopefully, we all will earn an A on Sr. 
Carol’s homework assignment.
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Be Part of Coleman’s Future
“How wonderful it is that nobody needs to wait a single moment before starting to improve the world.” Anne Frank

So if you are feeling a little down I 
suggest you come to Coleman to attend 
the	 next	 sporting	 event,	 the	Cabaret,	 or	
even our graduation.  I guarantee you 
will feel better and more hopeful.   Come 
and	 experience	 our	 students,	 teachers	
and their parents.  They are the epitome 
of hope.  It doesn’t matter if you haven’t 
been back in 40 years you will feel 
welcomed.
I hope you will enjoy this issue of The 
Coleman Spirit which seeks to bring the 
past and present together.
We look forward to telling hundreds of 
alumni stories from every era.  Please 
contact us if you are willing.  You will 

inspire today’s students with your life 
stories.  They will learn from your 
journey and be more courageous with 
your encouragement. 
It is important for those of us from 
Coleman’s beginning to be part of 
Coleman’s future.  We are needed.
The Annual Fund Appeal authored 
with love by Sister Carol Perry and 
Sister Catherine Gormley asks you to 
step forward and support your school.  
Whether you are a graduate, a parent, or 
a friend of Coleman please show your 
gratitude for Coleman and your hope for 
the future of Coleman with a gift today.
Please answer their call.

Your gift will be cherished, appreciated, 
and put to good work regardless of 
amount.   
Just send it with love!
Thank you,

Colleen Theresa McSpirit, 72
Director of Development

“Real generosity toward the future lies 
in giving all to the present.” 

- Albert Camus

Sharing Abundance

A successful Coleman Annual Fund means the possibility of our students now and in the future will be fulfilled.

The Coleman annual Fund appeal 2010-2011
Working Together To Ensure Coleman’s Present & Future

Enclosed is my gift for $ ___________________ to John A. Coleman Catholic High School
or Check One:

Clubs Circles Societies
r  $100 Patron Club r  $1,000  Statesman Circle r  $5,000 St. Ursula Society
r  $250 Benefactor Club r  $1,500 Principal’s Circle

r  $500 Campus Club r  $2,500 Cornerstone Circle

Name:  _______________________________________________Class of  __________  Parent of  ___________________________________
Address:  __________________________________________ City:  ____________________________ State:  _____ Zip Code  ___________
E-mail Address:  _______________________________________________________________Phone:  ______________________________

Payment: r  Check (make checks payable to John A. Coleman Catholic High School)

 r  Credit r  Visa r  Mastercard Card Number: ____________________________

Expiration Date:  ________________   Signature ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Note: We must have all requested information in order to charge your credit card.

Mailing address: 430 Hurley Avenue, Hurley, New York 12443. Questions? Call 845-338-2750 or email at development@colemancatholic.net. 
Visit www.colemanalumni.org to update your contact information and to join our free, private on-line alumni directoy and community today!

Special Requests (Please tell us if your gift is In Memory, In Honor or for a special purpose.):  ________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



“I like to allow the students to take the 
lead.” 
Mary Lou Giuliano,  
Faculty Advisor to Coleman Cares

Every Thursday morning 
during homeroom, Mary 
Lou Giuliano leads a 
group of students as they 
plan	their	next	project,	or	
as	 they	put	 the	finishing	
details on one they are 
completing.  The core 
group is a little over two 
dozen students, but well 

organized with Mary Lou’s direction they 
have a big impact.  In 2006 the Coleman 
Cares 4-H Club was created.  Though 
community service is required of every 
Coleman student the creation of this club 
was an opportunity for students who wish 
to focus on making a difference, locally 
and globally through charitable action to 
do so.

Mary Lou is a generous and warmhearted 
leader who loves talking about the work 
of Coleman Cares. “I like to allow the 
students to take the lead.  I start by giving 
them	 index	 cards	 and	 asking	 “What	
would you like to do? Some students 
come with a special cause in mind they 
would	like	to	help.		Some	have	a	specific	
activity in mind they would like us to 
try.” The students then decide together 
which projects to move forward on.  I 
help them match up charitable interests 
with activities that work for that cause  
Student do all the work. They elect 
leaders. This year the group is led by Kate 
Davis, President, Dayna Callahan, Vice 
President, Lovepreet Cheema, Secretary, 
and Colleen Maday, Treasurer.”
“The students learn a lot of skills through 
this work. They learn to organize, to 
fundraise, to be interviewed on the radio, 
to write press releases, and to budget time 
and money.  We do so many different 
activities that involve everyone at 
Coleman and others outside of Coleman.  
As a 4-H group our students could do 
other traditional 4-H activities, but from 
the beginning this group has wanted to 
focus on helping others.”
Aimee Lund, a Coleman sophomore 
has been part of this club for one year. 
In that time she worked on Pennies 
for Patients, Shamrocks for Muscular 
Dystrophy, a baby shower for a mom in 
need, and initiated the Letters to Soldiers 
Campaign.  “Aimee is responsible for the 
Letters to Soldiers project idea becoming 
a reality.  This project allows students to 
write letters to actual soldiers around the 
world on active duty. “ 
 Aimee thought about creating the letter 
writing campaign to soldiers because her 
boyfriend  who is a Marine mentioned 
that his sergeant said letters of support 
from home made a real positive difference 
especially while overseas. 
“I heard how a simple letter to a soldier 
would mean a lot to them. I wanted us 
to be a part of that at Coleman.”  When 
asked what she has learned through her 
work so far with Coleman Cares Aimee 
is clear, “Initially, I signed up to be with 
friends and to do more for my community.  
Now I would say this work has changed 

me.   It’s made me much more accepting 
and patient.  I am happy to help those 
less fortunate than me.  I have learned 
that everyone has something special that 
makes them unique.  I have learned that 
helping other makes you feel better too.”  
After just one year as a member of this 
group	Aimee	is	a	wonderful	example	of	
the values modeled through Coleman 
Cares work.
The list is very long of the activities 
Coleman Cares has worked on over 
their brief history.  Here are just some 
of the activities organized and ran by 
this enthusiastic group of students:  A 
dress down day to raise awareness and 
money for Breast Cancer Awareness in 
October (original idea came from Laura 
Harshberger’09); the creation and sale 
of handmade envelopes made from 
recycled calendars that are sold for a 
variety of charities including Malayaka 
House	 a	 Ugandan	 Orphanage.	 	 This	
same fundraising vehicle was used for a 
Haitian People Support Project located in 
Woodstock, NY as well as for an Indian 
Orphanage.  
Most years there is a pie and cake baking 
contest.  The proceeds from the contests 
have	 benefited	 charities	 including	
Smile Train and St. Joseph’s School.  
Sometimes the event is a race as in the 
case of “Canter for Critters” that raises 
money to help animals in need.  We 
have partnered with the YWCA to create 
baby showers for mothers in need.  The 
students collected “Pennies for Patients” 
to help raise money and awareness about 
Leukemia and Lymphoma.  They have 
had softball and basketball related games 
that are fun and raise money at the same 
time.  
You name a cause and this group has 
probably done something for it or would 
be willing to do so.  From Cancer to 
Muscular Dystrophy these are students 
motivated by caring.  And they do fun 
things that support other charities raising 
money, like Kiwanis raising scholarship 
money through the Kingston Classic 
Road Race.  This year Coleman students 
ran a water stop and cheering station in 
front of Coleman.
“We of course gather food and gifts for 

Mary Lou 
Giuliano

Coleman Cares - About So Many



local residents in need over the holidays 
each	year.		We	create	boxes	of	food	and	
gifts for each family we are given. We 
have an ongoing relationship with the 
Hudson Valley Senior Residence. We go 
there several times each year. Our students 
develop a craft project, a snack to enjoy 
together that does not require baking and 
we spend time with the residents sharing 
these activities.”  

“If we know of a need our group together 
with everyone at Coleman tries to meet the 
need.” Mary Lou adds, “We are growing 
but I’d like to see us grow a bit more and 
I’d like to see us recruit more boys to 
our group.  We’ve done a lot already but 
imagine what we could accomplish with 
just a few more hands working together.”  
Mary Lou’s enthusiasm is contagious and 
her	hopes	are	possible	to	fulfill.

For more information about the Coleman 
Cares 4-H Club or to purchase some of 
their beautiful envelopes just contact Mary 
Lou	at	office@colemancatholic.net.		Please	
write “Mary Lou” in the subject line.

Coleman Board President Kate Smith ‘81 
sponsored a student contest to create a wrist 
band to show off our Coleman Spirit. The 
winner was junior Nicholas Rockwell. The 
winning phrase was: Coleman Cares - Care 
About Coleman.  Nicholas received a gift 
certificate	and	his	class	had	an	ice	cream	social.	
Thank you to Kate for her generous and fun 
idea. Thank you to Nicholas for his awesome 
winning phrase.  If you would like to show 
your	Coleman	Spirit	drop	by	our	office	to	pick	
one up.

Coleman Cares
care about Coleman

Colemans Cares Handmade Envelopes
Just one sample of the beautiful handmade envelopes Coleman 
Care students have for sale. Contact Coleman and purchase 
some today. Many themes available.
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